
Dear Prime Minister Alfredo Pacheco, 

I am writing this letter to inform you concerning the issue of decriminalization of abortion in the 

Dominican Republic. Currently, the legislation of the Dominican Republic regards abortion as a 

criminal act. This leads to severe public health problems that provoke the death of pregnant people, 

the most exposed sectors of the population.  

During the past 25 years, over 50 countries renewed their legislation to allowing abortion so that it 

would be done in a safe way that protects the rights of women and saves lives. The Dominican 

Republic is one of the few countries around the world that still takes an opposing stance toward 

abortion. The controversy surrounding abortion is a significant opportunity to overcome the 

problems that the current government has and guide the country in a better way. 

Human rights activists insist on decriminalizing abortion under three specific circumstances: when 

the pregnancy is a danger or threat to the woman or girl when the baby cannot live outside the 

womb, and when the woman got pregnant due to rape or incest. Both public health experts and 

human rights standards argue their demands are necessary. According to the World Health 

Organization and medical associations worldwide, considering abortion as a crime does not lead to 

a decrease in the number of abortions taking place but harms the health of pregnant women since 

they seek an illegal and unsafe abortion that can put them in danger. Adding on, the UN Committee 

Against Torture and human rights committees around the world reported that prohibiting pregnant 

women from accessing abortion services may end up in serious torture or agony. 

For these reasons, I request that you meet the Dominican Republic’s obligations under international 

human rights law to respect the rights and save the lives of women and girls by decriminalizing 

abortion under these three circumstances mentioned above.  

Sincerely, 

Yubeen Lee 



Dear Alfredo Pacheo, 

The legalization of abortion in the Dominican Republic is urgent. The Dominican Republic’s 

criminialization of abortion results in grave issues in the health of women. While the Dominican 

Republic remains as the few countries that bans abortion, over the past few years over an 

aproximate of 50 countries has recoqnized the importance to health and decrimiliazed abortion.  

Currently there are ongoing debates as active supporters of the legalization of abortion increase. 

The activists are demanding exceptions to the criminal law of abortion for a total of three cases: 

when the pregnancy proves to be detrimental to the mother’s life, when the fetus cannot survive 

once it is born, and when the precancy was caused by rape or incest.  

According to human rights, the claims and reasoning of the activists are valid and reasonable to 

abolish criminal abortion. The World Health Organization, also, supports the case of 

decriminlaztion of abortion due to its negative heatlh impact due to women wanting abortion 

utilizing unsafe ways. The UN Committee Against Torture and other committees related to human 

rights revealed that denying abortion and forcing pregencacy, in some cases, cause suffring 

comparable to actual torture. Regarding this email, I hope the dicrimnilaztion of abortion in 

Dominican Republic will be achieved.  

Sincerely, 

Sean Lee 



Dear Prime Minister Alfredo Pacheco, 

I am writing to urge the decriminalization of abortion in the Dominican Republic as a historical 

opportunity to do so presents itself. The country’s current legislation places a total ban on abortion, 

which puts millions of women and those with wombs at risk.  

While over 50 countries in last few decades have responded to growing international pressure to 

provide women and girls with appropriate healthcare through the legalization of abortion, the 

Dominican Republic unfortunately retains its obsolete policy that dates back to 1884. However, the 

current debate over the reform of the country’s criminal code presents a unique opportunity to 

demonstrate progress and granting of human rights for Dominican women and girls. 

Currently, various activists across the country and even across the globe are advocating for a reform 

by demanding the decriminalization of abortion under three limited circumstances: when the 

pregnancy poses a health risk to the child bearer, when the fetus would not be able to survive 

outside of the womb, and when the pregnancy is a result of rape or incest.  

International organizations such as the World Health Organization and the UN Committee Against 

Torture also support the decriminalization of abortion, with the UN citing that denying a woman of 

their right to an abortion can cause pain that is akin to torture. Additionally, WHO stated that a total 

ban on abortion often leads to opposite of the intended results by only increasing the number of 

high-risk abortions.  

Considering this, I urge you to decriminalize abortion in the three limited circumstances above in 

order to adhere to international human rights law and protect women’s rights and health. 

Sincerely, 

Min Kim 



To the desk of Alfredo Pacheco,  

I and many others find it increasingly pertinent for the Dominican Republic to 

decriminalize abortion for needing women across the country. In light of the Dominican Republic’s 

most affected demographics to such legislation, there is a greater need now more than ever for the 

government to listen to voices both domestic and international to assess the ramifications of the 

Chamber of Deputies’ decisions.  

Abortion should not need to be disputed with a lens of morality when womens’ lives both 

during and after a pregnancy are at stake. Thousands of women in the Dominican Republic, whether 

they be from socioeconomically marginalized backgrounds, victims of rape and other forms of 

sexual abuse, incest, physically endangered by pregnancy, or a combination of the aforementioned 

are directly affected by the choices the government has made. A choice that will worsen the already 

bleak economic and social cleavii that harm the country’s most vulnerable.  

Human rights organizations and individual voices urge you and the Dominican Republic 

to make the right choice to respect the dignity of women, consistently cast off as child-bearers when 

they could be so much more. It is in your hands to make the right decision, and the international 

community can only watch.  

Best, 

Lucas Lee  



Dear President of the Chamber of Deputies Alfredo Pacheco, 

It is with great speculation and hopes that I am writing to you in regard to the reform of your 

country’s criminal code on the 24th of March, 2021.  

Over the past 25 years, more than 50 countries across the globe have changed their laws to grant 

more feasible access to abortion for their female populations. These countries, including Canada, 

the United States, and Denmark, have come to recognize the essentiality of abortion in establishing 

sound conditions for women’s life and health. They have therefore implemented policies to realize 

such an interest in tangible changes, starting with the United Kingdom’s Abortion Act of 1967. In 

the contemporary world, the right to abortion has become an inalienable component of human 

rights. 

Hence, it is with immeasurable hope that I am addressing the potential decriminalization of abortion 

in the Dominican Republic. The current legislation of your country prohibits abortion under any 

circumstance. However, this is an area that immediately must be subject to change; the international 

norm is no longer the oppression of rudimentary rights. The current controversy over the issue itself 

testifies the significance of abortion’s decriminalization. While it is history’s role to determine the 

rectitude of your country’s decision, your country has the power to make that decision. 

The decriminalization of abortion is not only a trend supported by modes of moral endeavor. It is 

also a demand widely incentivized by speculated improvements in public health. The prominent 

medical organizations of contemporary, including the World Health Organization (WHO), defend 

the legalization of abortion as a potential means of eradicating unsafe clandestine abortion; an 

indiscriminate ban on abortion fails to produce the desired purpose of reducing the number of 

abortion cases but rather induces an even greater number of women seeking infanticide through 

unauthorized institutes.  

Abortion undeniably carries its own controversies that need addressing. Not all demands for 

abortion must be acknowledged nor justified, particularly if they are the products of impetuous 

decisions. Yet, the current demand for abortion does not ask for recognition for all kinds of 

abortion. What the global society demands from the Dominican Republic is the grant for abortions 

in circumstances where the very decisions carry absolute necessity. In the end, what a nation must 



prioritize above everything else is the security of its own people; decriminalization of abortion is an 

indispensable step in persisting this function of a country.  

With all due respect, 

Jeonghyun Kim 



Honorable Prime Minister Alfredo Pacheco/ Honorable Ambassador Sonia Guzman, 

It has been brought to my attention that from 24 March, members of the Chamber of Deputies of the 

Dominican Republic’s Congress have begun discussing the possibility of a comprehensive reform 

of the country’s criminal code, including decriminalizing abortion. This ongoing communication for 

reform cannot be postponed any further. The current Criminal Code, which permits women seeking 

abortion and those providing abortion to face criminal charges, sought to be changed.  

Previously, actions have been taken but were met with little success. In fact in 2010, in article 37 of 

its new Constitution, stated the inviolability of the right to life from “conception to death”  and in 

the revised Criminal Code in 2014, the Chamber of Deputies approved of the decriminalization of 

abortion in three circumstances: where the pregnancy risks life, where the fetus cannot survive 

outside the womb, and where pregnancy is a result of rape. However, despite being so close to 

enacting change, the Constitutional Court struck down the proposed reforms in 2015, and in 2017, 

Congress rejected the new proposed reforms. But unlike previous attempts of the past, the current 

president of the Dominican Republic, Luis Abindader, expresses support for decriminalizing 

abortion alongside a growing number of the public. And so, we believed this is the perfect 

opportunity to redemand Congress to approve these reforms.  

Health concerns are a major factor in why this reform should be considered. Banning abortion has 

no effect on reducing the number of abortions, but instead increases women’s chance of dying due 

to illegal and unsanitized environments. The World Health Organization made an official statement 

warning people that restrictive abortion laws increase the rate of poverty for women and girls. In 

addition, those living in particularly more rural areas will have a higher chance of practicing unsafe 

abortion. The high rate of female deaths due to the ban of abortion in the Dominican Republic is 

proof of the safety concerns raised above.  

Many countries over the last 25 years have recognized the harm and damage of completely banning 

abortion, and now it is time for the Dominican Republic to recognize these damaging effects as 

well. This could be a historical moment for the Dominican Republic to be part of a huge change for 

better equality and rights. Therefore, I call on to you to respect the international human rights law 



and protect the lives of women and girls by approving a new criminal code that will successfully 

decriminalize abortion for the three situations highlighted above.  

Yours Sincerely, 

Jaeyoung Lee, Amnesty PLUS Korea Task Force 



Respected Prime Minister Alfredo Pacheco, 

  

With high spirits and humble in attire, I am greatly concerned with the urgency of decriminalization 

of abortion in the Dominican Republic. With the Dominican Republic outlawing abortion under 

serious circumstances, public health and unwanted deaths of pregnant women are ongoing, severely 

affecting the vulnerable sectors of the Dominican population. 

Over 50 countries around the globe have stepped forward to allow abortion, taking into concern the 

crucial role that safe abortion plays in protecting lives and reducing risks of death. However, the 

Dominican Republic seems to fail at recognizing the positive aspects of abortion and maintains to 

completely ban abortion.  

Across the Dominican Republic, human rights activists are demanding the reform of the country’s 

criminal code which includes the decriminalization of abortion under three circumstances: when 

fetus fails to survive outside the womb, when the pregnancy poses a risk to the life of a pregnant 

woman or girl, and when female’s pregnancy resulted from unwanted sex or rape.  

With their reform supported by public health experts, World Health Organization and other 

prominent medical associations are also demanding decriminalization of abortion in the Dominican 

Republic. They also asserted how the ban on abortion does not reduce any number of abortions in 

reality; it leads women to seek unsafer ways to erase their baby, putting their lives in danger. 

Therefore, I ask you to meet the Dominican Republic’s obligations under international human rights 

law to decriminalize abortion and respect and secure the rights of women, unmarried girls, sexually 

harassed females and others who suffered from health issues. 

Sincerely, 

Jaein Kim 


