
Dear Ambassador Sonia Guzmán, 

It’s undeniable that the world has shown an increasing trend of decriminalizing abortion. Over the 

last 25 years, more than 50 countries have acknowledged that it is crucial to make abortion an 

accessible and safe option for women and changed their laws accordingly. It’s now the Dominican 

Republic’s turn to enact laws that ensure the safety of women. Today, the Dominican Republic is 

home to a serious public health problem: avoidable deaths of women who could have been saved 

with a healthier legal alternative.  

You may have noticed how countless human rights activists in your state are demanding for reform 

of the country’s criminal code include the decriminalization of abortion when 1) the pregnancy 

poses a risk to the life of the pregnant woman/girl, 2) the fetus could not survive outside the womb, 

and 3) the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest.  

Support for such reform is not limited to the human rights activists within your state. The World 

Health Organization, in addition to other recognized medical associations, support the 

decriminaliztion of abortion and emphasize how the criminalization of abortion has failed to reduce 

the actual number of abortions taking place. As a result of the continued criminalization of abortion 

in some states, women had no choice but to resort to other means to get one.  

International human rights law compels you to protect the fundamental human rights of women and 

girls to life, health, bodily autonomy, and dignity by reforming the criminal code. This reform 

would significantly change the lives of women currently residing in the Dominican Republic and 

also the lives of many more women and girls to come.  

Sincerely, 

Tae Kyeong Hong 



Dear Ambassador Sonia Guzmán, 

Abortion is a basic human right, regardless of where you might be in the world.  

Many countries around the world have begun to decriminalize abortion. More than 50 countries 

have changed their laws to allow abortion and create safe, accessible methods of abortion for 

women in the past few decades. 

Why?  

Because these governments have recognized that abortion is a basic human right for all women (and 

persons with uteruses). By criminalizing abortion, the government of the Dominican Republic must 

acknowledge that they may be responsible for the financial and emotional suffering, as well as even 

deaths, of millions of Dominican women.  

You must have noticed that there are more and more voices demanding for better rights in your 

country. The voices demanding for abortion rights, undeniably, are one of them. And you must 

recognize that these voices and the passion behind them come from valid and pressing origins.  

Abortion is, quite literally, a method needed save lives. International organizations recognize that 

we must give women the option to abort their pregnancies when the pregnancy poses a risk to the 

life of the pregnant woman or girl, the fetus could not survive outside the womb, and the pregnancy 

is the result of rape or incest.  

By criminalizing abortion, you are either leaving these women to suffer in their emotional, physical, 

and financial turmoil, die from complications in the birthing process, or look for other, significantly 

less safer options in their desperation to abort their pregnancy. 

Take responsibility for all the women and girls of the Dominican Republic, and decriminalize 

abortion.  

Sincerely, 

Lauren Cho  



Dear Ambassador Sonia Guzmán, 

The legalization of abortion in the Dominican Republic must happen now. The current 

law of the Dominican Republic bans abortion under every circumstance. However, this outdated 

law should be reformed by members of the Chamber of Deputies of the Dominican Republic’s 

Congress in the discussion of reforming the criminal code for the protection of women’s safety, 

rights, and lives.  

The Dominican Republic is one of the six countries that still criminalize abortion 

completely. Nearly all countries around the world permit abortion under certain circumstances and 

most industrialized countries allow it with no restrictions. Recently in Korea, the Constitutional 

Court decriminalized abortion on April 11, 2019. Please join us in this historical movement. 

Currently, many social activists hope to see the legalization of abortion under three 

circumstances: when the pregnancy poses a risk to the life of a pregnant woman or girl, when the 

fetus could not survive outside the womb, and when the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. 

These circumstances are based on many human rights standards and public health organizations.  

WHO(World Health Organization) is a strong advocate of decriminalization of abortion. 

This organization asserts that banning abortion would not decrease abortion rates but increase 

clandestine abortion under terrible hygiene.  



Please stand by women’s life, health, autonomy, and dignity by approbating a new 

criminal code that excludes abortion from the categories of crime under the three circumstances 

delineated above.  

Sincerely,  June Paek 



Honorable Prime Minister Alfredo Pacheco/ Honorable Ambassador Sonia Guzman, 

It has been brought to my attention that from 24 March, members of the Chamber of Deputies of the 

Dominican Republic’s Congress have begun discussing the possibility of a comprehensive reform 

of the country’s criminal code, including decriminalizing abortion. This ongoing communication for 

reform cannot be postponed any further. The current Criminal Code, which permits women seeking 

abortion and those providing abortion to face criminal charges, sought to be changed.  

Previously, actions have been taken but were met with little success. In fact in 2010, in article 37 of 

its new Constitution, stated the inviolability of the right to life from “conception to death”  and in 

the revised Criminal Code in 2014, the Chamber of Deputies approved of the decriminalization of 

abortion in three circumstances: where the pregnancy risks life, where the fetus cannot survive 

outside the womb, and where pregnancy is a result of rape. However, despite being so close to 

enacting change, the Constitutional Court struck down the proposed reforms in 2015, and in 2017, 

Congress rejected the new proposed reforms. But unlike previous attempts of the past, the current 

president of the Dominican Republic, Luis Abindader, expresses support for decriminalizing 

abortion alongside a growing number of the public. And so, we believed this is the perfect 

opportunity to redemand Congress to approve these reforms.  

Health concerns are a major factor in why this reform should be considered. Banning abortion has 

no effect on reducing the number of abortions, but instead increases women’s chance of dying due 

to illegal and unsanitized environments. The World Health Organization made an official statement 

warning people that restrictive abortion laws increase the rate of poverty for women and girls. In 

addition, those living in particularly more rural areas will have a higher chance of practicing unsafe 

abortion. The high rate of female deaths due to the ban of abortion in the Dominican Republic is 

proof of the safety concerns raised above.  

Many countries over the last 25 years have recognized the harm and damage of completely banning 

abortion, and now it is time for the Dominican Republic to recognize these damaging effects as 

well. This could be a historical moment for the Dominican Republic to be part of a huge change for 

better equality and rights. Therefore, I call on to you to respect the international human rights law 



and protect the lives of women and girls by approving a new criminal code that will successfully 

decriminalize abortion for the three situations highlighted above.  

Yours Sincerely, 

Jaeyoung Lee, Amnesty PLUS Korea Task Force 


