
 

 

To the desk of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 

 

It is significant that the recently enacted Digital Security Act be amended to ensure its 
legitimacy and fairness to the marginalized voices of Bangladeshi citizens. When we think 
marginalized voices, we think of satirical cartoonist Ahmed Kishore and writer Mushtaq 
Ahmed, both of whom were subjected to torture in captivity by the state, the latter killed in 
prison in February 2021. We do not stand with oppression—against peaceful demonstration at 
that—at the hands of the government. We implore swift action and accountability from the 
government.  

 

Mr. Kishore and Mr. Ahmed were not those at fault. The real crime is the Digital Security Act, 
forbidding dissent and upholding suppression against the very people the government is meant 
to serve. The two used justified means to criticize the ruling administration that warranted no 
legal punishment. Any UN signatory would recognize this as fact.  

 

This is not sedition, this is not a prelude to violent insurrection.  

This is the freedom of expression, Mr. Hasina. It is a liberty and not a luxury, and to threaten 
its sanctity to Bangladeshis is a threat to justice globally. This is not the behaviour of 
democracies. It is the language of charlatans and of illiberal democracies not unlike 
authoritarian regimes.  

 

It is because of this that international voices—both large and small—ask you with sincerity to 
free Mr. Kishore from restrictive bondage and offer transparency into the death of Mr. Ahmed 
in-detention.  

 

Best, 

Amnesty Urgent Action Task Force Writer 

 

 



 

 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 

 

I am deeply enraged and disappointed that the government of Bangladesh is sanctioning torture, 
acting as an instrument of evil. 

 

Credible rumors state that cartoonist Ahmed Kabir Kishor and writer Mushtaq Ahmed, after 
posting satirical comments on the government, were tortured while under detention in one of 
your prisons. This was confirmed when Kishore was released and told members of Amnesty 
International that they were indeed beat and tortured, not by a private individual, but by 
members of the government. Ahmed died in prison, we assume, presumably due to this torture. 
Even now, Kishore has trouble walking due to pain in his left knee and ankle. 

 

This is unacceptable behavior by a government that calls itself legitimate. 

 

Bangladesh’s Digital Security Act states that Kishore and these nine others in the same case 
could face more than 10 years in prison for exercising their right to freedom of speech. Yet 
under international human rights law including the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, to which Bangladesh is a state party, “the value placed upon uninhibited 
expression is particularly high”. Will Bangladesh truly prosecute someone for exercising their 
uninhibited right? 

 

The government of Bangladesh must, at this very moment, drop all charges against Ahmed 
Kabir Kishore and the nine others currently convicted. Furthermore, you must investigate the 
death of Mushtaq Ahmed and Kishore’s torture under all transparent guidelines. The 
government of Bangladesh must also, finally, be a better party to the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights. Only then will your government be viewed again as just and 
honorable. For now, it is only harsh and tyrannical. 

 

Sincerely, 

Edward Yang 



 

 

Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 

 

We are student human rights advocates from the Korea international community, and an 
incident that happened in your country had recently just caught our attention. According to our 
report, on February 25th, 2021, a writer by the name of Mushtaq Ahmed had passed away 
during his time in prison.  

 

What caught our attention here, isn’t just the death of two individuals. But rather, we are more 
concerned about what had happened to Mushtaq Ahmed and his companion, Ahmed Kabir 
Kishore during their time of arrest, and the accusations that had led to their arrest, which can 
be accused for severe violation of human rights.  

 

The reasons that led to the arrest of Mustaq Ahmed and Kabir Kishore was in itself questionable 
and unjustified. According to our report, Mushtaq Ahmed and Kabir Kishore were arrested for 
‘drawing satirical cartoons and comments critical of the Bangladeshi government’s response 
to the Covid-19 pandemic and ruling political party leaders under the country’s draconian 
digital security act’. The action of arresting these two individuals for the sole reason that they 
had been critical of your government, no matter how you view the situation, is outrageous. 
Specifically when considering your country, is in fact, a parliamentary democracy, that has just 
conducted an action that makes you no different from the totalitarian governments that exist in 
our world.  

 

The treatments these two individuals received during their time of arrest and imprisonment, 
can only be described with the word ‘horrific’. According to our report, Ahmed Kabir Kishore 
was an insulin dependent diabetic patient. However, during his time of arrest, his blood sugar 
level reached a disturbing level of 18 ~ 30 millimoles per litre. This means that Ahmed Kabir 
Kishore wasn’t only arrested due to an unreasonable cause, he also didn’t receive the care and 
treatments needed, which are essential for his survival as a diabete patient. Furthermore, due 
to the torture he had received during his time in confienance, not only that he could no longer 
hear through his right ear due to excessive bleeding, but he is also heaving extreme difficulty 
in walking due to the treatment he received during his time in jail. No matter what kind of 
excuses you have in mind on why he received such treatment, or why he was arrested for simply 
exercising his freedom of expression in a supposed democratic country, we believe that none 
of these excuses is justified.  

 

Although we don’t have any real power to make any changes in, or force you to make any 
changes in your country, the fact is, you, as the prime minister of Bangladesh, do. Now is the 
time to make changes. This letter is here to inform you that Bangladesh is not an isolated 
country. The actions you take, and the actions your government takes, won’t simply go 
unnoticed. Your actions have been, and will continue to be carefully observed by the 



 

 

international community. As human rights advocates, We hope that you, as the leader of your 
nation, can show empathy toward your own people, and safeguard their rights. As members of 
the international community, we care about your people. We have no intention to challenge 
your authority, we simply hope, and wish that you will be willing to listen to our calls, to drop 
all charges against Ahmed Kabir Kishore and all those accused or detained solely for peacefully 
exercising their right to freedom of expression.  

 



 

 

Respected Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 

 

With high spirits and humble in attire, I am greatly concerned about the allegations of torture 
of cartoonist Ahmed Kabir Kishore and writer Mushtaq Ahmed. Ahmed Kabir Kishore and 
Mushtaq as a cartoonist and a writer had been held in pretrial detention for nine months and 
involved in allegations of torture recently for posting cartoons and criticism of the government 
on Social Media. Amnesty International could later receive contact from the cartoonist Ahmed 
Kabir Kishore that both cartoonist and the writer were tortured while in the custody of state 
security agencies before their arrest was officially committed to paper on 5 May 2021.  

 

The consistent and consecutive tortures Ahmed Kabir Kishore has gotten in his custody have 
destroyed his hearing ability, provided difficulty in walking due to his wound on the left knee 
and ankle, and left a traumatic experience for an insulin-dependent diabetic patient. The severe 
torture had led the writer Mushtaq Ahmed to face undeserved death in prison. The agony the 
cartoonist went through and the unjust death the writer had to face reveals the need for urgent 
medical attention he needs. Not only Ahmed Kabir Kishore but also nine others have been 
charged under Bangladesh’s draconian Digital Security Act due to their work such as cartoons 
and writings criticizing authority subjects. Bangladesh as a government has the responsibility 
not to infringe the rights to freedom of expression of the people and to acknowledge that 
drawing cartoons and posting criticisms are not crimes that are worth several months of torture. 
While an individual’s freedom of speech and expression should be highly respected, no single 
individual should face unfair treatment or harsh abuse for freely posting propaganda and 
criticism.  

 

I induce you to instantly drop all charges against Ahmed Kabir Kishore and all of those abused 
and accused of freely exercising their opinion. I then ask you to transparently investigate 
Mushtaq Ahmed’s death in prison and Ahmed Kabir Kishore’s allegation of torture. Treat them 
with justice and fairness, act no violence or force against them, and nullify the Digital Security 
Act without the provision that international human rights law disallows doing so. 

 

Yours respectfully, 

Jaein Kim 

 

 

 



 

 

Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Ambassador Mohammad Ziauddin, 

 

I write this letter to you today as someone who is in deep shock of the allegation behind the 
death of writer Mushtaq Ahmend and the continued torture of his fellow cartoonist, Ahmend 
Kabir Kishore, who have been held in prison for simply expressing their freedom of expression 
against the government on social media. Specifically, they were posting satirical cartoons and 
critical comments on Facebook on the government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
ruling political leaders. Even before the Rapid Action Battalion officially recorded their arrest, 
Ahmend Kabir Kishore has reported to Amnesty International that he has been severely 
tortured from 2-5 May 2020. Since then, both individuals have been denied bail at least six 
times and on 25 February, Mushtaq Ahmend died and Ahmed Kabir Kishore was granted bail 
for only six months on 3 March 2021.  

 

What was surprising, your Excellency, was when Ahmed spoke of his tortures in custody of 
state security agencies. After a proper investigation of the death of Ahmend Kabir Kishore 
initiated by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, officials found 
that Kishore was an insulin-dependent diabetic patient and he suffered high levels of blood 
sugar as well as bleeding through his right ear which left him deaf. This was not it. He also had 
critical pain in his leg which made it difficult to walk. Kishore is just one of nine others in the 
same case who could face up to 10 years in prison. No government law should be able to justify 
this treatment. The Digital Security Act, which is used to suppress dissenters against the 
government with provisions that are vague and prone to abuse, is the center to this problem.  

 

I plead and urge you to immediately drop all charges against Ahmed Kabir Kishore and the 
other individuals who have been trialed for simply expressing their freedom of expression and 
to continue further investigating on the conspicuous death of Mustaq Ahmed and the torture of 
Ahmed Kabir Kishore. I remind you, under the international human rights law including the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which Bangladesh is a state in, it states, 
“the value placed upon uninhibited expression is particularly high”. Therefore, you must make 
sure that the Digital Security Act aligns with those values and if not to repeal. I thank you for 
your time.  

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Jaeyoung Lee 



 

 

Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 

It has recently caught my attention that two of your esteemed citizens, cartoonist Ahmed Kabir 
Kishore and writer Mushtaq Ahmed, were detained in a prison from May 2020 to March 2021 
under questionable convictions. Mushtaq passed away while the prison still held his custody, 
and Ahmed recently expressed profound difficulties in continuing with his daily activities; 
injuries were found in his right ear, left knee, and left ankle, all of which required grave medical 
attention. 

It was reported that Ahemd, Mushtaq, and the nine others of the identical case were arrested 
under the terms of the Digital Security Act. Yet, it is highly controversial whether their 
production and distribution of satirical cartoons and comments on Facebook are necessarily 
actions that put your state’s interests at stake. The international norm is the protection and 
encouragement of freedom of expression, and I firmly believe that the purpose of their cartoons 
falls under this notion.   

Honorable Prime Minister, it is understandable that you and your country do not consider it the 
duty of your citizens to make critical decisions in operating a government. After all, it was the 
decision of your own citizens to make you the leaders of your country. However, I strongly 
urge you that you remember what your citizens’ intent was in making such a decision. It was 
not idleness, foolishness, nor negligence; it was hope. It was in the hope that you powerful 
leaders would reflect the interests of your people and improve the welfare of your nation that 
your citizens decided to yield their own rights. The power you have today is not just a privilege 
but rather an obligation. In a democratic nation, people hold the power, and the government 
serves the people. 

Regardless of your intent, I urge you to immediately and unconditionally remove the charges 
on Ahmed Kabir Kishore and all those accused and/or detained for peacefully expressing their 
freedom of expression; transparently and thoroughly investigate the death of Mushtaq Ahmed; 
and amend the terms of the Digital Security Act that correspond with the conditions of the 
International Human Rights Law. 

Honorable Prime Minister, a nation is nothing without the voice of its citizens. A good leader 
does not simply purge the opinions of his citizens but instead strives to realize the national 
desires.  

With all due respect, 

Jeonghyun Kim 

 



 

 

Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 

I am very concerned about the torture of cartoonist Ahmend Kabir Kishore and writer Mushtaq 

Ahmen who drew satirical cartoons and comments critical of Bangladeshi government’s 

response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Mushtaq Ahmen died in prison on 25 February 2021. After his death, people have protested 

about justice for Mushtaq Ahmen, and the release of Kabir Kishore. Then, Bangladesh’s High  

Court granted Ahmend Kabir Kishore bail for 6 months on the 3rd of March 2021. About this. 

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet has asked the Government of 

Bangladesh to ensure an investigation on Ahmen’s death. He had a high level of blood sugar 

during his incarceration (on medical record he had diabetes, and this shows that insulin was 

not properly provided), and, there are also heavy allegations of torture during his imprisonment. 

He bled from his right ear, and couldn’t hear anything at the end. Also, he had pain in his left 

knee and ankle which made it difficult to walk. He needed urgent medication and medical 

support, and it was not provided.  

Expressing one’s opinion in any kind of form is not a crime whether that is a cartoon, written 

work or whatever. The freedom to have an independent opinion is one of the basic rights that 

human beings have. I urge you to drop all charges against Ahmed Kabir Kishore, as I believe 

that he is being accused wrongfully for peacefully exercising their right for freedom of 

expression. Additionally, I urge you to investigate Ahmen Dabir Kishore promptly, 

independently and transparently.  

Sincerely,  

Jeslyn Park  

 

 



 

 

Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina/Dear Ambassador, 

 

The torture of cartoonist Ahmed Kabir Kishore and Mushtaq Ahmed has recently come to light, 
alarming me and many others in my community. From what has been reported, it is evident 
that these two men have been arrested and violently tortured/denied proper attention to health 
during their imprisonment due to their creation of satirical cartoons criticizing the 
government’s handling of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

The significance of this issue is starkly clear. On February 25th, Mushtaq Ahmed died in prison. 
Ahmed Kabir Kishore, although released on bail for 6 months, has revealed the torture that he 
had been subjugated to in multiple state security agencies. As a result, Kishore currently suffers 
from loss of hearing, difficulty walking due to an injury in his left knee and left ankle, and is 
still in dire need of medical attention.  

 

Under the UN’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights, such arrest and torture are utterly and 
completely illegal. Kishore and Ahmed are human beings who are thereby entitled to the basic 
human right of freedom of speech. Regardless of their citizenship or location, these human 
rights should be indisputable. However, it is evident that your government did not care for these 
rights. 

 

We would like to declare that this is an inhumane and unlawful suppression of the basic rights 
to freedom of expression and speech. Keep in mind that this is excluding the additional 
concerns of cruel treatment after arrest. 

 

Therefore, we urge you to drop all charges against Ahmed Kabir Kishore. We ask that a 
transparent investigation be conducted on the reasons behind the death of Mushtaq Ahmed and 
the imprisonment of Kishore. Finally, we ask to repeal the Digital Security Act until it is 
amended in line with international laws pertaining to human rights.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Lauren Cho, Amnesty PLUS Korea Task Force 



 

 

Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 

 

I am writing this letter to express my concern regarding the detainment and allegations of 
torture against cartoonist Ahmed Kabir Kishore and writer Mushtaq Ahmed simply for 
exercising their right to free speech. Amnesty International has received information that these 
two artists were imprisoned in May 2020 for creating satirical cartoons critiquing the 
Bangladesh government, and that Mushtaq Ahmed died in prison after being denied bail. 
Shortly after, Ahmed Kabir Kishore had been released on bail for merely six months on 6 
March 2021. Ahmed Kabir Kishore has informed Amnesty International that he as well as 
Mushtaq Ahmed had been severely tortured before their arrest was officially recorded, causing 
him to lose his hearing in his right ear and experience difficulty walking. Moreover, although 
Ahmed Kabir Kishore is a diabetic that requires insulin shots, Amnesty International has noted 
that his blood sugar levels had been dangerously low during his incarceration.  

 

Ahmed Kabir Kishore and Mushtaq Ahmed had been not only unfairly arrested for exercising 
their right to free speech, but they were severely tortured to the point that Mushtaq Ahmed died 
during his imprisonment. The torture itself is a highly condemnable act—however, the 
violation of their basic rights to freedom and justice, being the cause of all this, should be 
addressed first and foremost. Individuals should not be arrested and face years of prison time 
simply for expressing their opinion, even if they are critical of public institutions such as the 
army or the administration. An expression of opinion does not necessarily equate to disorder 
and chaos, and they should not be treated as crimes under the Bangladesh law.  

 

Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, I urge you to repeal the draconian Digital Security 
Act unless it can be revised to comply with international human rights law. Additionally, I 
implore you to immediately and fairly investigate the death of Mushtaq Ahmed and allegations 
of torture against Ahmed Kabir Kishore. This investigation must be transparent and 
independent of the Rapid Action Battalion’s influence to ensure that only the most truthful 
conclusions are drawn.  

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Min Kim 

  

 



 

 

Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,  

  

Regarding the allegations of torture of cartoonist Ahmed Kabir Kishore and writer Mushtaq 
Ahmed, I am quite concerned about what this decision implies for the rights of expression and 
freedom of your people. It was reported that the two were arrested for uploading critical 
cartoons and comments of the government on social media. Including the denial of multiple 
requests for bail, Ahmed Kabir Kishore and Mushtaq Ahmed were tortured during custody.  

 

The torture proved to be severe, leading to the death of Mustaq Ahmed on 25 February 2021. 
Although released, several permanent injuries remain on Ahmed Kabir Kishore: losing his 
ability to hear on his right ear to having difficulty walking.  

 

The cartoonist and writer were arrested according to Bangladesh’s Digital Security Act. 
Although their criticism towards the government was presented peacefully in the form of mere 
cartoons, they were arrested and tortured.  

 

Publishing a cartoon that includes criticism towards the government is not considered illegal 
under the International Humans Rights Law set by the United Nations. Sentence to 10 years of 
prison with torture should not be a consequence of uploading critical cartoons, which is their 
freedom of expression. Expressing their thought of the government does not violate the 
freedom of speech thus should not have any consequences.  

 

Regarding this email, I hope you rescind all charges on Ahmed Kabir Kishore and all 
individuals that have been falsely accused according to the Digital Security Act, and repeal the 
Digital Security Act. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sean Lee. 



 

 

Dear Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 

 

This letter is in regards to the recent allegations of torture of the writer Mushtaq Ahmed and 
cartoonist Ahmed Kabir Kishore. It has been reported that they were imprisoned and physically 
punished due to their posting of cartoons and comments on Facebook criticizing the 
government’s action to the COVID-19 pandemic. Mushtaq Ahmed died in prison on 25 
February 2021, after he was denied bail six times. A week after Mushtaq Ahmed’s death, on 4 
March, Ahmed Kabir Kishore was released. Ahmed Kabir Kishore informed Amnesty 
International that they were heavily tortured while in the process of being arrested on 5 May 
2021.  

 

Due to the torture, Ahmed Kabir Kishore’s right ear was seriously damaged, and he is unable 
to hear with his right ear. Not only that, he has pain in his left knee and ankle which hinders 
him from walking properly. According to Bangladesh’s draconian Digital Security Act, nine 
others along with Ahmed Kavir Kishore can be sentenced to up to 10 years in prison for their 
actions of expressing their opinions online.  

 

Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that all people have the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression, which indicates punishing Mushtaq Ahmed and Ahmed 
Kabir Kishore is unjust and wrong.  

 

I strongly demand that the prosecution of those including Ahmed Kabil Kishore who is charged 
or detained for the non-violent exercise of their right to freedom of expression be dropped 
promptly and unconditionally. I demand an immediate, thorough, just, and transparent 
investigation regarding the death of Mushtaq Ahmed in prison and the torture of Ahmed Kavir 
Kishore. Lastly, I urge that the Digital Security Act be abolished and the perpetrator be put on 
trial for their unfairness and wrongness. 

 

I look forward to your cooperation. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Yubeen Lee 

 


